
Survey results for  

2WALKandCYCLE Conference 2016 
 

 



Attendee breakdown 
Please note the below graph is based on 259 delegates  
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How would you rate 
the Conference for 
“total experience”? 

How would you rate 
the organisation of the 
Conference overall? 

Please rate Greg 
Cooper as an MC 

What do you think of 
Auckland as a 

conference location? 

8.80 9.02 9.02 

8.13 



Venue: Rendezvous Hotel Auckland 
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Conference Rooms Food for morning and 
afternoon teas, and lunches 

Audio Visual support for 
Speakers 

8.57 
9.11 8.93 



Thursday night: Conference & Awards Dinner 
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Please rate the Field Trip if you took part 
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K Road Walking the Laneways 

9.25 9.00 



Please rate the Key Note Speakers 
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Gil Penalosa Ben Rossiter Karen Witten Dr Alessandro Melis 

9.79 

9.00 

8.31 

5.38 
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Who were the top 3 speakers for you, excluding keynotes? 
Please note, the below graph only shows speakers that received 3 or more votes.  

 



Please rate the breakfast café session 
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Did we cater for all your requirements?  
93% said yes  
 
 

Do you expect to attend the next conference?   
95% said yes  
 
 
 
 
 
Was there a good balance of walking and cycling material?  
70% said yes  30% said no 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Comments 
• Only if there is sufficient walking/shared space/ disability focus & costs are kept down 
• Hopefully - totally inspiring and rejuvenating and a great opportunity to network with people from across sectors and country  
• Depends on relevance to work  

 
 
 
 
 



Was the information leading up to conference sufficient in detail? 
100% said yes 
 
 
Would you recommend this conference to others? 
100% said yes 
 

 
 
 

Comments 
• Was fun and for me an urban planner it allowed me to network with lots of specialists outside of my expertise 
• Already have - it seems to be a wonderful way to change people's mindsets  
• Highly interesting and inspirational  
 
 
 



Do you have any suggestions on topics or formats for the 
next conference? 

• Couch sessions works well, but limit numbers 
• Would like to see more diversity in speakers Maori presence/input, 

pasifika input, very mono-cultural conference  
• More consistently walking focused sessions  
• More about walking Environmental impact of transport 
• More time for panel discussion, less concurrent sessions - 2/3 max  
• How ACC are seriously coming to the party with cycling and walking 

initiatives in NZ  
• More case studies of projects - provincial and urban Include public 

transport  
• Bring Gil back again and keep Open Streets Greater focus on 

walking - cycling and research  
• More smaller town stuff/regional examples  and how we can access 

funding - smaller amounts but still worthy projects Walking - it's the 
first option  

• Make things like grand opening of Quay Street a focus not having 
other presentations at same time.  Had to miss a good presentation 
to go to opening but wanted to go  

• Lowering speed limits   
• Building the "why" of cycling and walking to support proposals to 

LTA Disabled/mobility designs suitable - then it will be right for all 
pedestrians  

• Walk/cycle differences.  Benchmarking the last "x' years, future of 
findings  
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Active living research.  Population health impacts. Maori and PI population 
impacts  

• What details are most important to ensure a scheme works for everyone? 
Lessons learned from existing, completed projects - old and new.  

• "Detailed design of the grand schemes" "How to bring up the knowledge 
and understanding of the construction industry"  "Lessons learned after 
building something"  

• Consideration of wider network impacts due to walking/cycling 
infrastructure change - of enforcement/emergency service requirements or 
not  

• Pick a topic that might appeal to a wider audience - not the converted  
• More urban design topics. Designers talking about design lead projects  
• Aim to have connected cycle paths on all NZ state highways bit-by-bit - we 

can get there  
• With this many presentations requiring parallel sessions it may have been 

better to do more poster or 'speed dating' sessions that people could pick 
and mix  

• Cycling and walking maps - tips, tricks and good maps etc.  
• More options for field trips included.  Wet weather options and maybe 

have field trips earlier in conference in morning as an ice breaker  
• Topic based workshops to share and generate ides for common 

concerns/areas of interest  
• Survey to establish topics/subjects/objectives then provide a facilitator and 

space  
• Psychology of using infrastructure to improve design- a psychologist?   
• For attractive paths - landscape architects  
• More applied talks - discussing benefits/outcomes/policy applications.   
• Pedestrian initiatives  
• Talk about climate change and the environment related to cycling/walking - 

would be good to take a broader approach 
• More walking topics, demographics designing for the 8-80, what about the 

80's?  Outcomes and initiatives 
 

 



What did we do well? 

 
 
 
 

• MC Greg Cooper  
• Plenty to join in with where you wanted  
• Conference dinner  
• Smooth running, barista coffee, healthy food options, spaces and time between sessions for networking, exhibitor and morning tea 

space & spill out area  
• Grouping presentations into like topics. Meant there was less disruption from people moving around.   
• Generally good timekeeping (although a bit more time for discussion would help)  
• Excellent pacing of plenary + workshop sessions  
• Laneway tour with Alan was excellent, thank you 
• Walk/cycle balance was good.   
• Great format, having variety of sessions re workshop etc  
• Food, vegetarian friendly.  I hope the leftovers were given away.  Like the reflections bit at the end.   
• Awesome keynote speakers  
• Great networking opportunities, formal and informal  
• Good facilities and AV support  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



What could we do better? 
• Note taking space in printed programme 
• Twitter handles alongside speaker name in programme  
• More seats in mingling/exhibition area  
• Cold conference rooms  
• Option available for conference bike hire  
• Still need an organised alternative cheap dinner option for those with student/advocate registrations  
• Promote theme for dinner more  
• Branded keep cups for attendees - reduce coffee cup wastage  
• More multi-cultural or at least bi-cultural perspectives  
• Links to NZ Recreation Association conference 'Riding for Recreation'.  
• Less breakout sessions - cannot get to everything  
• Don't invite presenters who talk negatively; eg. Ben Rossiter  
• Easy thought out themes that can engage everyone  
• Offer the awards ceremony at the end of the day as a separate presentation offered to all, not just the dinner attendees  
• Sitting still for too long especially first morning - allow people to get up and stretch  
• Don't repeat topics - although Gil was great, repetition.   
• Have plan B's if there are outdoor activities 
• Walking and cycling awards may have been better as a session during the conference rather than at the dinner  
• Arrange programme so we could've all attended the Quay St bike lane opening Friday morning  
• Rain options for field trips and more field trips - maybe have field trips in morning as an icebreaker  
• Please don’t start before 9am, particularly if the topic is children.  Those with children of school age struggle to get to work/conference before 9am 

because we can't drop off kids before 8.15am  
• Monitor for speakers too low so they had to constantly have to turn around to look at the screen which made it hard to hear them  
• Less waste. Brochures in bag are not necessary - do we need a bag?  Food was great but too much left over, can't justify.  
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